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stringently observed, they generally regard themselves
as ^belonging to the Vaishyas, the third of the great
castes.

The main body of the Jains is divided into two
great classes, the Swetambaras, or white-robed; and the
Digambaras, or air-clad, i.e. naked. Between these the
most bitter animosity prevails. Probably the Digam-
baras went about naked, or nearly so; now they simply
divest themselves of their upper garment during meals;
the Swetambaras, on the other hand, retain their clothes
whilst they eat. This, however, does not constitute
the only difference between them. The Swetambaras
decorate their images with jewels; their opponents con-
sider this to be wrong. The gurus of the Swetambaras
eat their food from vessels; those of the Digambaras
must take it from the hands of their disciples. The
Swetambaras assert that the angas (Scriptures) were
the work of the immediate disciples of the Tirthankaras ;
the Digambaras affirm a much later orgin for them.
The Swetambaras assert that women can obtain nirvana;
the Digambaras deny this.

Sadfms. The term Sadhu (saint) is commonly applied
to any Hindu ascetic, but there is a sect who accept it
as their own proper name. Their great hope is final
emancipation from living. They have no temples, but
declare that the true shrine is the meeting of the faithful.
At certain times the members meet together, read the
writings of their leaders, sing songs, and partake of a
common meal. They speak of God as the Satnama
(the true name), and differ but little from the following
sect.

The Satnamis. This sect was originated by a man
named Rohidas, a disciple, and aeveloper of the system
of Ramananda. Ramananda taught that any of the